
The project idea
The mobility of the future is electric, autonomous and connected. It can already 
be experienced today in Monheim am Rhein in the Old Town e-bus – a fully auto-
nomous, electric-drive and hence locally emissions-free bus line. By launching 
the first fleet of fully autonomous vehicles in Germany, the town of Monheim 
has become a pioneer in automated local public transport. It has expanded lo-
cal public transport services in the Old Town with an environmentally friendly 
technology that meets today’s needs. This has enhanced the town’s sustainabi-
lity and quality of life as well as its attractiveness for visitors and residents.

The implementation
Since February 2020, the fully autonomous bus line – with only an operator on 
board in case of an emergency – has connected Monheim’s bus station with the 
Old Town. The e-bus fleet is formed of five vehicles in total, all powered by 100 per 
cent green electricity. The citizens of Monheim are able to experience the mo-
bility of the future first-hand. The fully automated buses are also well received 
as transport for tourists. 

The transfer 
The project in Monheim and comparable studies are being extensively evalua-
ted. Other towns planning similar projects can learn from it: How is the new ser-
vice accepted by citizens? Are people changing their mobility behaviour? What 
does the operational and planning data reveal? The technical and legal frame-
work for the operation of autonomous buses should also be discussed before 
their implementation.
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What will be the three biggest  
challenges for Monheim‘s mobility  
over the next ten years?  

 Implementing the 
 modal shift

 Cutting emissions and achieving 
 climate neutrality
  
 Creating more areas for pedestrians,  
 cyclists and open space 

How would you sum up your concept 
for the design of tomorrow’s mobility 
(2030) in your city in a slogan?

Intelligent, zero-emissions/climate-
neutral mobility for everyone! 
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Fully automated bus fleet: 
The Old Town E-Bus
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