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#CityOfInventors
#Polycentric 
Region#Local 
PublicTransport

What will be the three biggest challenges for Mannheim’s  
mobility over the next ten years?   

 Climate neutrality and 
 alternative drives

 Rhine crossings

 Digitalisation
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How would you sum up your concept for the 
design of tomorrow’s mobility (2030) in your 
city in a slogan?

Climate-neutral, reliable, safe and digitally 
connected mobility for a human-scale city.

The project idea
Previously, issues relating to energy supply and mobility in Mannheim’s neigh-
bourhoods were addressed largely as independent issues in separate depart-
ments. In 2012, a former US military base covering over 510 hectares presented 
an opportunity to address long-term future issues in urban development and to 
transform the area into a model neighbourhood for electromobility, energy effi-
ciency and smart grids of transregional significance. The rise of electromobility 
allows these spheres to be systematically linked at the local level for the first 
time. Covering roughly 140 hectares, the former Benjamin Franklin Village in the 
disused military base served as the starting point for intelligent, energy-efficient 
urban development in Mannheim. As early as the following year, concepts and 
solutions for smart grids and electromobility in other districts of the city were 
brought together in the Blue City Mannheim strategy concept.  

The implementation
The measures in the Blue City Mannheim strategy concept cover an immense 
range of fields in urban mobility: Around 100 charging points were installed in the 
city, and a bus line with inductive charging technology was put to the test. As 
part of the SQUARE flagship project, two existing buildings in the Benjamin Frank-
lin Village were developed into environmentally friendly model homes, crea-
ting 48 climate- and energy-optimised housing units with a total living area of 
4,300 square metres.

The transfer 
Various stakeholders are involved in realising the measures at the intersection 
of energy and mobility. However, it is the city’s citizens who are to subsequently 
use the services. For such projects to succeed, intense citizen participation right 
from the brainstorming stage and making sure plans dovetail closely with those 
of key stakeholders outside the city administration – including municipal utility 
companies, mobility service providers and universities – are crucial. The power 
of the process gives the inconceivable concrete form. It is therefore vital to lend 
innovations the scope to evolve and to not just think of the end result.  

Model city for smart grids 
and energy efficiency
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