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Connect is a trade fair, conference and networking 
event all rolled into one. 
As part of the leading international interiors show, 
imm cologne, the new theme world explores the 
digital transformation of the furniture and interiors 
industry.  
It connects innovative exhibitors with relevant 
cross-industries in cooperative exhibition 
concepts and inspiring workshops. 

 A dynamic platform for  
 digital transformation  



Customer enthusiasm for digital innovations is not based on individual technical solutions but on the many 
benefits that come from networked products and services.  
Connect provides an interface for many branches of industry involved in organising daily life, opening up the 
perspective for cross-industry exchange, new cooperation partnerships and business models: 

  

 New thinking – new cooperation partnerships 

Furniture industry 

Suppliers, manufacturers, 
service providers, retail 

Interiors 

lighting, Walls, floors, 
sanitary, spa, gym, garden 

Building 

House, windows, façades, 
doors, materials & chemistry 

Energy 

Electricity and heating, 
alternative energy 

Communication 

(e-)Mobility  

Vehicles, infrastructure and 
services 

Finance & Insurance 

Retail & Logistics 

POS, eCommerce, services 

Health 

Manufacturers & Services 

Electronics 

Home appliances, 
entertainment, SmartHome 

IT & Software 



Planners & Developers 
Architects, interior designers, project 
engineers, civil engineers, trade professionals 

Innovators  
Business developers, product developers, 
designers, entrepreneurs, consultants, 
research institutions, associations, innovation 
hubs, incubators, start-ups 
. 

Operators & Service Providers  
Housing and real estate industry, municipal 
administration, facility management, operators 
of commercial facilities, service sector  

Retailers  
Wholesalers, specialist retailers, online and 
offline retail

Connect opens up an interdisciplinary perspective on the networked products, services and business models of 
the future. Connect thus offers an exciting community for all furniture and interiors professionals who are looking 
to leverage the potential of digital transformation:

  

 New perspectives – new visitor groups 



  

Event formats: innovative blend of trade fair, conference and innovation workshop! 

The Smart Village: Greater comfort, safety, energy 
efficiency and environmental protection – smart 
technologies in the home offer a whole host of 
advantages. First held in 2015, the cooperative Smart 
Village special exhibition presents user-oriented 
solutions by integrating products and services from 
different industries, manufacturers and trades into 
complete living environments.  

The Connect Hub creates space for trustful, creative 
and collaborative encounters. Exhibitors and visitors 
are brought together through in a range of workshop 
formats that provide cross-industry perspectives. 

The focus is on shared learning effects and 
developing inspiring visions that benefit both 
exhibitors and visitors.

Cooperative showcases offer real environments for presenting brands, products, services and solutions in an 
easy-to-understand way. Moderated thematic workshops provide the opportunity for constructive, in-depth 
discussion with industry experts and visitors. Formats: 



Many consumers are still unaware of the full 
potential of smart home applications. 

Since 2015, the cooperative Smart Village special 
exhibition at the imm cologne has been bringing 
together products and services from different 
industries, manufacturers and trades and 
presenting them in complete user-oriented living 
environments.  

Visitors can explore the technology first-hand and 
relate it to their own homes and life situations, 
representatively illustrated in five contemporary 
living scenarios. 

 Shaping the digital future together  
 in the Smart Village at the  
 imm cologne 



All five scenarios are designed to offer benefits for 
the occupants. Designers and consumers will find 
realistic examples of smart applications 
integrated into architecture and interiors in a 
future-oriented yet contemporary way. 

Intelligently networked solutions show how 
meaningful and important services can be 
integrated in the areas of mobility, energy, security 
and health, highlighting the potential for users and 
service providers from a wide range of industries, 
such as the care or housing industry. 

Smart Family Home 
Smart Loft 
Smart Residence 
Business Apartment 
Tiny Home 
*Tree House

 Individual smart homes 
 for individual needs 



Over the course of the exhibition, the Smart Village team will be inviting 
visitors to take a 60-minute highlight tour offered four times a day. 
During this tour we will present the use cases and living environments 
which have been developed in collaboration with the exhibitors. Every 
exhibitor will also have the opportunity to present themselves and their 
products individually.

  
 Moderated guided tours 



In addition to videos providing general information 
about the cooperation project, we will also shoot a 
2-4 minute film with each of the exhibitors 
featuring their brand and the products that have 
been integrated into the exhibition. The films will 
be distributed via the digital platform of the 
special exhibition and made available to exhibitors 
for their own communication purposes. 

To preserve the exhibition after Connect and for all 
those unable to experience it first-hand, we will 
create an extensive 3D tour combined with the 
films produced with the exhibitors during the 
exhibition 

-> 3D tour »smart village« 2020 

  

 Films & 3D Tour 

https://my.matterport.com/show/?m=SvZKeuKGGg4


  

 Partners 2015 - 2020 



Within the framework of the Connect theme world, 
the Connect Hub connects visitors, exhibitors, 
products, services and future topics in innovative 
participation and workshop formats. Exhibitors 
have the chance to engage in intensive exchange 
with relevant target groups and trade visitors 
during the trade fair events.  

The Connect Hub provides a lively platform for 
exchanging knowledge and experience, serving as 
an effective catalyst for tapping new and cross-
industry business potential. 

  

 Interactive ideas festival for the living environment of the future  



   

 Intensive exchange with relevant target groups and specialist audiences 

The Connect Hub creates space for trustful, 
creative and collaborative encounters. It offers 
exhibitors and visitors the opportunity to become 
an active part of the programme themselves and 
to shape the (digital) future together.  

The focus is on shared learning effects, the 
development of inspiring visions and a creative 
approach to desirable futures from which 
exhibitors and visitors benefit equally. 

The events also aim to offer positive team 
experiences that develop and encourage lasting 
relationships between the participants.



The content of the event programme and 
workshops will be developed by the Connect team 
in close coordination with the exhibitors and divided 
into topics which will be spread across the trade 
fair days.  

Each of the moderated event sessions will be 
hosted by one or more exhibitors. Depending on 
demand and content, they will range from individual 
workshops to entire theme days. 

In order to centrally consolidate the outcomes, daily 
“recap” formats and continuous analogue and 
digital documentation will thematically link the 
individual sessions, creating a diverse and engaging 
map of innovation.

   

 The Connect Hub makes exhibitors key players 



  

 connect = emotional event + digital reach! 

With topics covering all aspects of smart living, 
digital business models and new technologies, 
Connect offers exciting content for innovative and 
digitally savvy target groups. 
The dynamic event programme and the aesthetic 
special show formats provide the ideal framework 
for producing authentic and professional digital 
media formats.  
Via year-round communications, Connect provides 
participants with a permanent stage for deep 
dialogue with their target groups. 



  

 365-day business network for even more digital reach! 

On the ambista* digital industry platform, Connect offers an independent thematic area that complements the 
physical event with digital formats. Exhibitors and their products are prominently placed in an exciting way in 
all worlds for a variety of relevant target groups – before, during and after the event. With over 6,000 registered 
industry experts, the ambista network offers:  

• ... a central platform for exhibitors to communicate 
digitally  

• ... a digital exhibition catalogue with 
complementary and detailed information on 
exhibitors, products and the event 

• ... targeted addressing of relevant target groups 
and proactive matchmaking 

• ... an organisation and exchange platform for 
exhibitors and organisers 

• ... year-round digital documentation of the event 
with all event formats and events 

• ... exciting and authentic media formats that are 
created during the event

* ambista offers many additional ways for companies to present themselves and engage in produtive networking. Further information can be found at www.ambista.com 



The Smart Village build-up and the technical integration of the products will be ensured by Koelnmesse and its 
partners in close coordination with the exhibitors and is generally included.  
Participation in the Connect Hub is open to all visitors. If you and your company would like to propose and host 
a workshop or even an entire theme day, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Stand space prices:  
• 225,- € pro m2  
• Plus marketing package € 1,660 
• Plus energy cost flat rate € 12 per m2 
• Plus AUMA fee € 0.60 per m2

Smart Village prices: 
• € 14.900,- until 30 September 2021 
• € 17.900,- ab from 1 October 2021  
• 20% discount for exhibitors 

and returning Smart Village exhibitors 
• Marketing package included (see registration 

documents)  
• Includes 3 exhibitor passes, parking permit and 

WLAN 
• Unlimited visitor day passes 
• Includes film with integration into the 3D tour

  

 Prices for stand space and Smart Village  



Package:  
• Carpet, back wall (if applicable side wall) 

painted white 
• Cabin with door 
• One socket and lighting  
• Stand cleaning 
• Marketing package included (see registration 

documents) 
• 3 exhibitor passes, parking permit and WLAN 
• Unlimited visitor day passes  

10 m² unit 
• € 5,490 until 30 September 2021 
• € 5,890 from 1 October 2021 

15 m² unit 
• € 7,490 until 30 September 2021 
• € 7,990 from 1 October 2021 

For young entrepreneurs and participants from cross-industries, Connect offers special show formats and a 
compact "all-inclusive and hassle-free" stand construction concept.

  

 Connect platforms - all-inclusive and hassle-free  



imm cologne 

The imm cologne is the world’s most important 
event in the interiors industry. Kicking off the year, 
this is where the entire interior design industry 
meets to present and discover new products from all 
over the world, experiencing the key trends of the 
future and launching the new season’s business. It is 
an essential event for top decision-makers from all 
international markets and every area of the interior 
design scene. 

Pure Architects 

In the Pure Architects theme area, architects, interior 
decorators, interior designers, purchasing decision-
makers and consumers can gain an overview of the 
latest product, colour, material and trend 
developments for buildings. 

High-quality exhibitors specialising in bathrooms, 
surfaces, wall and floor design, building services 
engineering and solutions for networked living will 
provide inspiration for creative and modern living 
ideas. All housed together in one hall and combined 
to create a fantastic exhibition atmosphere.

   

 The concentrated power of the international furnishing industry! 



Bernd Sanden 
Director 

Telephone +49 221 821-3216 

b.sanden@koelnmesse.de

Julia Bachmann 
Sales Manager 

Telephone +49 176 12 56 28 00 

j.bachmann@koelnmesse.de
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Christof Flötotto 
Creative Director Connect 

Telephone +49 173 64 25 996 

cf@kpia.de

mailto:cf@kpia.de

