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Presenting your costumes is not only a huge experience for you, it is 
as well for the audience who is looking forward to see you. In 
addition, there are great prices awaiting you! Judged by a Jury out of 
scene stars, artists and experts the winner will be celebrated.  

Polish your weapons, glue and sew!  
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FAQ - Short information:  

Date:  

The contest will take place on 27th August.  

Duration:  

30 seconds for free use Groups  

Music & audio:  

Own music: Please send us your chosen music files with a good 
quality and an information about the sequence you want to be 
played. 

 Microphone: Due to technical issues it is not possible to get an own 
microphone.  

Pictures:  

In combination with your regristration you have to send a picture of 
the orginal character you want to present. If your costume is self-
created fanarts / own drawings will work. Moreover, you have to send 
us pictures of your costume. If it is not finished yet, WIP pictures are 
okay. The more pics you send the better is it for the prejudging.  

All in all we need at least the following 3 images: 1. The original 
character; 2. You, out of costume; 3. You, in costume, head to toe with 
a pose. 
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Videos: 

If you have you can send us one video per cosplay (maximal duration 1 
minute) which will be used for trailer and teaser. This is no duty. 

Prices:  

The prices for the categories will be announced as soon as possible on 
our facebook page (www.facebook.com/hydraforge) and on the 
gamescom homepage and social media channels.  

Important Media Information: 

Please create a sorted folder at your chosen filehoster and rename the 
datas in the following style: 

LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_COSPLAYCHARACTER 

 LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_COSPLAYPHOTOS 

 LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_ORIGINALPHOTOS 

 LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_AUDIO 

 LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_VIDEO 

Rename the video and photo data with the following style: 

LASTNAME_FIRSTNAME_COSPLAYPHOTO1.jpeg 

The audio data should have the original title. 

Please consider to upload usual media data formats and no special 
formats which require special codecs (such as HEIC datas for 
example). 
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Prejudging:  

Within all regristrations a qualified team will choose 30 participants 
who will be presented on the stage.  

Reply:  

Directly after your regristration you will receive an automatic email to 
confirm your regristration. Furthermore, it contains information about 
the contest. Afterwards, we will contact you personally to check the 
details. Please control your inbox and spam folder.  

Deadline: 05th August 2022 11:59 pm 

 

 

 

FAQs: 

What does the participation for the costume contest require?  

The contest is open for everyone having a gamescom ticket. In order 
to be admitted to the competition, participants must be at least 18 
years of age. Costumes must be self made, the notion of "built, not 
bought!" is paramount to our competition. Please consider not to 
harm social or cultural values, in doubt send us a message. Outfits 
with the obvious purpose of being “sexy” will not be considered. 

A rule-consistent regristration is required.  
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How is the contest structured?  

The participants present their costumes on stage with short 
performances. Accompanied by self chosen music they present 
themselves while pictures of their character are presented. Parallelly, 
the act will be commented and facts concerning the costume will be 
delivered. Afterwards, the jury will be involved. After the presentation 
of all costumes and groups the evaluation will be done and the prizes 
will be handed out directly.  

Since we have a limited schedule for the contest we will make a 
prejudging. All regristrations we received until the will be judged and 
the 30 best will be in the final competition.  

 

Schedule: 

Registration phase: Until 05th August 2022 11:59 pm CEST 

Announcement finalists: 09th August 2022 

 

May I choose the background music?  

Of course it is your decision which music belongs perfectly to your 
performance.  
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Is a group presentation possible?  

Groups are allowed, please mention the group’s name in the 
dedicated field. 

 

Who is the jury?  

Well-known stars of the scene, artists and fandom-experts. The Jury 
line up will be announced.  

 

How long will the contest take?  

The contest will take all in all about 1,5 hours including price handout.  

 

Which costumes are allowed?  

Each costume fitting to the themes of the gamescom. It can represent 
a character out of a book, film, Anime, Comic or game. Self-invented 
costumes are also allowed. Both have to be mostly built by yourself. 
The costume must not be judged in the contest of any gamescom 
contest before. The costume must not harm any social or cultural 
values and should not have the obvious purpose of being “sexy”. 

 

May someone assist me in my performance?  

If the other person only takes part as a statistical it is allowed.  
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What about bad photo-/video quality?  

Don’t worry, a good/bad quality won’t be considered.  

 

Which props and setting is allowed?  

You are not allowed to use a set. Only props that directly belong to 
your costume are allowed.  

 

Is it possible to sing?  

Due to technical effort it is not possible to do a singing act.  

 

Which categories will be judged?  

• Best Costume (1-3) 
• Best Dress 
• Best Built 
• Best Group 

 

What are the prices?  

There will be great prices again. Those will be announced very soon. 
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